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Cabinet Henri Saffroy in June 1943. See also AAS Col.

Delambre to Favart fils, 20 October 1769.

. On the d'Assy family, see Jean-Pierre Babelon, ‘Lhétel d'Assy, 58 bis,

rue des Francs-Bourgeois au Marais’, Paris et lle-de-France, Mémaires |
(1964), pp. 169-96; 16/17 (1965-6), pp. 25140,
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1802 (Paris: Imprimerie de Ia République, X1, 1803), p. 597.
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p- 130.
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demure du Sr Méchain', signed by Méchain, and the notaries Francois
Brichard and [Antoine-Marie] Boulard, 28 June 1792.
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1042, ‘Quittances’, 10 March, 15 June 1752, | July 1793. The move of
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AAS 1J4, Lalande, ‘Journal’, 28 April [1793], p. 63. See also KBD
NKS1304, Mme Méchain to Bugge, 19 March 1793. Guillaume
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1902), pp. 326-8.
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Flor.thi FEa BSoL St i sl e sod T E K Aieca s e ageiat
in France, 1660-1848: Science, Enginéering, and Statecraft (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1987), p. 37. On Spanish interest in
French geodetic techniques, see Antonio Ten, ‘Scientifiques ot
Francisés, D des la
fin du XVIIIe sibcle et au début au XIXe', Echangea 9Mﬂm aeicn-
tifigues et lechniques entre paye européens de 1780 & 1830, Actes du 114e
Congrés National des Sociétés Savantes, Paris, 1989 (Paris: Comité
des Travaux Historiques et Scientifiques, 1990), 27—8 Antonio Ten,
Medir el metro: La bistoria ¢ la prolongacisn arco de meridiano
Dunkergue-Barcelona, base del Sistemo Métrico ﬂocmmx’ (Valencia:
Universitat de Valtncia, 1996), pp. 107-19.
On Méchain’s prior with Gonzales, see AOP MS1058111,
Méchain to Flaugergues, 23 April 1791. For the advance Franco-
Spanish coordination, see, on the French end: AMAE Corr. Pol.
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1793. For rumours in Barcelona, see Barén de Malda, in Enric
Moreu-Rey, Ef naixement del metre (Palma de Mallorca: Moll, 1956),
pp. 70-1.

For a brilliant account of the ambiguities of national and geographic
demarcations, see Peter Sahlins, Boundarics: The Making of France and
Spain in the Pyréndzs (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989).
For Méchain’s account of their procedures, see AMNM Leg. 2294,
Méchain, ‘Francisco Planez’, 7 February 1793.

. Méchain, in Delambre, Bac, 1, p. 486.
3l

On the local inns, see Joseph Townsend, A Journey Through Spain iu the
Years 1786 and 1787 (Bath: Longman, 1814), 1, p. 78. A description of the
Pyréndes in this area is in Young, Travels, 1, pp. 56-9, 626.

On the effect of the border tensions on the mission, see AOP E2-19,
Méchain to Lalande, 11 ventase IV (1 March 1796).
AOP B4-11, Méchain to Cassini 1V, 8 September 1792.
For Méchain's complaints about the popular disregard for his mission,
see Méchain to Admin. de Pyrénées-Orientales, 28 August 1792, in
Pierre Vidal, Histoire d la Rivolution dans le dpartement des Pyrénées-
Orientates (Perpignan: Indépendant, 1889), 2, pp. 373—%; AAS Fonds
Lavoisier 1257, Méchain to Lavoisier, 4 September 1792; AOP B4-11,
Méchain to Cassini IV, 8 September 1792,

CNAM C8, Jumelin to Bureau de Consultation, 12 September 1792.
Jean-Charles de Borda, Description et usage du cercle de reflection (Paris:
Didot, 1787), p. 5. On Borda, see Jean Mascart, La vie et les travaus de
chevalier Jean-Charles de Borda, 1735-1799 (Lyon: Rey, 1919). On the rela-
tionship between Borda and Lenoir, see A. .J. Tarner, From Plecosare and
Mm&hmmﬁw?y:&imm[zmdru}lkﬂ" iort of Precision
Tnatrament-Making in France, 17601850 (Cambridge, England: Whipple
Museum, 1989).

On Puig Rodos, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 5 brumaire TV
[25 Octaber 1795]. On the lights in the city, see Barén de Malda, in
Moreu-Rey, Naivement del metre, pp. 71-2. On the use of mirrors, see
AMNM Leg. 2294/74, Gonzales to Alvarez, 37 October 1792.

AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 14 vendémiaire IV [4 October

1795).

For fossils and tombstones, see Townsend, Journey Through Spain, 1,
pp- 127-9.

Townsend, Jouney Through Spain, 1, p. 128, Also, on the Mont-Jouy
fortress, see Swindburne, Travels, 1, pp. 71-5; Young, ‘Tour in
Catalonia’, pp. 286-41; Military Museun: Montjuich Castle (Barcelona:
Craistudio, 1997); Pedro Voltes Bou, Histaria d Montjuich y su castills
(Barcelona: Ayuntamiento de Barcelona, 1960), pp. 129-45; Estanislau
Roca, Montjul, La muntanya de la ciatat, 2nd edn (Barcelona: Institut
d'Estudis Catalans, 2000).
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The extension to the Balearic Islands had been mooted before Méchain
left Paris; sce AOP MS10581L1, Méchain to Flaugergues, 9 June 1792.
The idea had been first proposed by José de Mendoza, a Spanish savant
in Paris who had helped the French academicians plan the expedition;
see Ten, 'Sistemo métrico’. Borda reported on the plan in AP 53 (25
November 1792), p. 583, Méchain reported his need for better scopes in
AOP B4.11, Méchain to Cassini IV, 8 September 1792. For Gonzales’
account of his trip to Mallorca, see AMNM Leg. 2294, Gonzales to
Valdez, 16 January 1793; also AOP B4-10, Gonzales to Méchain, 21
September 1803. For Méchain's priorities, sce ENPC MS1504,
Méchain to Borda, 13 February 1793.

. For Méchain's observatory and methods, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to

Delambre, 12 vendémiaire IV [4 October 1795]. Also see logbooks
such as AOP E2-20.

On the importance of latitude, see Delambre, Base, 2, p. 158.

AOP E2-20, Méchain, ‘Détails des opérations faites en Catalogne’,
April 1793. For Méchain’s boast to Borda about his success so far; see
AOP E2-19, Méchain to Borda, 10 January 1794,

. AMNM Leg. 2294, Planez to [Unknown], 16 February 1793. See also

AMNM Leg. 2294, Gonzales to Valdez, 16, 29 January, 16 February,
23 March 1793. Méchain promised to let his Spanish hosts try the
instrument, but only after he was done with all his own measurements;
see AMNM Leg, 2294, Méchain, ‘Planez’, 7 Fel 1793.

For a description of the winter, see ENPC MS604, Méchain to Borda,
13 February 1793.

. Delambre, Notice bistoriguc sur M, Méchain, p. 16
. Diario de Barcelona 2 (17 January 1793), pp. 66-7. A new comet was

international news in those days and this one was reported (via
Lalande) ten months later in The Tines (London), 3 October 1793, See
Méchain’s belated published report in Méchain, ‘Comate de 1793 . . . lu
le 10 nivése, an X111 [31 December 18041, M/ 6 (1806), pp. 290-509.
AMAE Barcelone 20, Aubert to Cit. Min., 20, 25 February 1793, For
Méchain’s account of the corsairs, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to
Delambre, 23 February 1793. For another eyewitness to the event, sce
Malda, Calaix % Sastre, 2, pp- 67-8. For the incident and the cause of
the wan, see Philippe Torreilles, Perpignan pendant la révolution
(1789-1800), (Perpignan: Schrauben, 1989), 2, p. 3.

See AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 23 February 1793.

AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 31 March 1793,

For Gonzales’ complaints, see AMNM Leg. 2204, Gonzales to Valdez,
19 February 1793. Méchain mailed a summary report of his data; see
ENPC MS604, Méchain, ‘Correspondance et observations’,
January—February 1793,

For the recall of Méchain's Spanish collaborators, see BMCF Fonds
Chazelle, Méchain to Lavoisier, 6 March 1793.

For the war on the southern front, see Alain Degage, ‘Les principaux
aspects de la stratégie des armées francaises des Pyrénées-Orientales
durant la guerre franco-espagnole (1793-1796)’, L Espague et la France &
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Udpoque e la Revelution fmn;m (179L1.W)7). ed. Jean Sagnes
(P Presses Uni de P 1993), pp. 11-31;
Llufs Roura i Aulinas, GmnquaézRan‘!a&Fw Ao la
guerra contra la Revolucid Francesa, 17931795 (Barcelona: Curial, 1993).
For the demand that Méchain leave the fort, see AN F17 1326 dos. 18,
Meéchain to Lavoisier, 11 May 1793.

. For Méchain's retrospective account of the accident, see AOP E2-19,

Meéchain to Lalande, 12 floréal IV [1 May 1796]). For his immediate,
vague account, see AN F17 1326 dos. 18, Méchain to Lavoisier, 11
May 1793. Méchain dated the accident to 1 May 1793; see ENPC
M515|14 Méchain to Borda, 10 Junualy 1794. On the pump, see

|, Jouraey Through Spain, 1, pp
AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 19 vemaoe il [9 March 1795].

. For the Spanish decision to detain Méchain in Spain because war had

broken out, see AMNM Leg. 2294/116-117, Consular note, n.d.

AN F17 1326 dos. 18, Méchain to Lavoisier, 11 May 1793. The letter is
not in Méchain’s hand.

For Mme Méchain's expectations of her husband’s return, sce KBD
NKS1304, Mme Méchain to Bugge, 19 March 1793, For her worries,
see AAS Fonds Lavoisier 1229(3), Lavoisier to Méchain [mid-June
1793]. Lavoisier to Méchain, 15 June 1793, in CUL MS4712.+,
Lavoisier, ‘Registres de I'Académie des Sciences’, 1792-3. See also AAS
Lavoisier 1228, Lavoisier to Mme Méchain [mid-June 1

793).
. Lavoisier to Méchain, 29 June 1793, in CUL MS4712++, Lavoisier;
6l.

‘Registres de I'Académie des Sciences’, 1792-3.

For Lavoisier’s guarantee of the funds, see AAS Fonds Lavoisier 972,
Lavoisier, ‘Au nom de Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier’ [June 1793).

AAS Fonds Lavoisier, 1229(2), Lavoisier to Méchain [mid-June 1793].
See also, Lavoisier to Méchain, 15 June 1793, in CUL MS4712+4,
Lavoisier, ‘Registres de I'Académie des Sciences’, 1792-3.

AAS Fonds Lavoisier 1229(2), Lavoisier to Méchain [mid-June 1793].
AAS Fonds Lavoisier 1228(45), Lavoisier to Lakanal [May-June
1793).

Chapter 3 The Measure of Revolution

for
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Thomas Pynchon, Hason 3 Dixon (New York: Holt, 1997), p. 669.
Louis-Sébastien Mercier, Le noueau Paris ([Brunswick]: n.p., 1500) 3

p.44.
For the station at Saint-Martin, see AOP E2-6, Delambre, ‘Registre’, p.

Fur the hmury of Belle-Assise, see ADSM 30Z216, Froment,
e la de Je W1
For the w:weFBruyém.seeDelnnhre .BM 1, p. 157, For his ancien
régime ob there, see ) PP

170-2.
. For the old measures stored at the Panthéon, see Lavoisier, ‘Rapport sur

le local destiné ... . pour les poids et mesures’, September 1793, in

. Friedrich Melchior Grimm,

magon, Jérdme.
. ‘Constance de Salm-Reifferscheid-Dyck,
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Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier ,GEusres e Lavoisier (Paris, Imprimerie
Impériale, 1862-95), 6, p. 690.

. Journal de la Mantagne (28 messidor 11 (16 July 1794]), .7 647, queted in

Centre Canadien d'Architecture, Le Panthdon: Symbole des révolutions
(Tardy, France: Picard, 1989), pp. 133-6. On alterations to the
Panthéon, see Antoine Quatremére de Quiny, Ragport fait au dircctaire du
partement de Paris, 13 novembre 1792, sur tat actuel %t Pantbéon (Paris:
Ballard, 1792).

. Antoine Qummmdegumcy,wfmmmmaua@mmmg

Paris sur les travasee entrepria, continuéa v achevés au Pantbéon frangais (Paris:
Ballard, I1 [1794)), pp. 67, 17-18. For Delambre’s proposed observa-
tory, see AOP MS1033B, Delambre, ‘Plan de la lumitre du dome du
Panthéon frangaise’ [January

1793].
. AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchnm 31 March 1793; received in

Barcelona in June 1793.

. BN Rés Ye 3641, Lalande, Article paur les cabiens dont les 36 rédacteura sont

prier indtament et requia expressémeiit de faire usage ([Paris]: n.p., 1789).

. On Lalande’s youth, see Julien Raspail, ‘Papiers de Lalande’, La

Révolution frangaise 74 (1921), pp. 236-54. On his science, see Jean-
Claude Pecker, 'L'ceuvre scientifique de Lalande’, Jérdie de Lalande
(1752-1807), ed. Pecker (B B Société d'Emulation de
I'Ain, 1985), pp. 12-16.

. For the predicted comet, see Lalande, M.‘fgxmmmfumm qui peuvent

approcher de ln tere (Paris: Gibers, 1775). For the wagacummzm see BN

Vz 1695, [Pierre H.

augin [1791]), p. 29. For the eﬂ'ecm on women, nmmnyfn]k
sales of  see Voltaire, 16 May 1773,

in Voltaire, Voltairel ed. Theodore Besterman (Geneva:

Institut et Musée Voltaire), DI18372. Simon Schaffer, ‘Authorized

Pruphm Comets and Astronomers after 1759, Studies in Eigbteenth-

Culture 17 (1987), pp. 45-74.

Correapondance (itéraire, ed. Maurice
Tourneux (Paris: Garnier, 1877-82), 10 (April 1773)

o e ot v e 1365, s | s -Joural

d’un voyage en Angleterre’, ed. Heline Monod-Cassidy, Studies on
Valtaire and the Eighteenth Centary 184 (1980), pp. 5-116. On Lalande’s
ballooning, see Seymour Chapin, ‘What Better Way to Go to Gotha:
Lalande, Blanchard, and the Balloon', Griffith QObserver 47 (Nnvember
1983), pp. 2-19. On Lalande and the masons, see Louis Aimable, Z¢
(Paris: Charavay, 1889), pp. 22-38.

Eloge Mmmfm 2 M. De La
Lande (Paris: Sajou, 1810), p. 33.

. Lalande, ‘Testament moral’, in Aimable, Lalznde, QF
. ‘Voltaire to Lalande, 6 February 1775, in Vk taire, Correspondence,

D19323.

. Voltaire to Lalande, 11 June 1770, in Voltaire, Gomespandence, D16404:

‘Dans l'universe emm- ta gloire est répandue, / Et ce n'est qu'avec lui
que périra ton nom.”






