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=

weekly correspondence.
8. For Méchain’s arrival in Genos, see BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G.
Slop, 12 July 1794, Méchain was still lodged at the Albergo del Leon

d'Oro on the Piazza de Scolopi in late October; see AOP B4-10, Oriani
to Méchain, 22 October 1794,

. On Genoa in the run-up to the Revolution, see Lalande, Voyage en ftalic,
2nd edn (Paris: Desaint, 1786), 8, pp. 292-390; René Boudard, Génes ct
la France dans la dewxiéme moitié dn XVIIle siécle (Paris: Mouton, 1962), pp.
77-80, 173-6; Pietro Nurra, ‘Genova durante la rivoluzione francese:
un conspiratore: il patrizio Luca Gentile', Giornale atorico della Liguria,
new series, 4 (1928), pp. 124-51.

10. On s visit, see N G dance de Napaléon I (Paris:
Plon, 1858), 1, pp. 645, 61-4, Théodore Jung, Bonaparte et 4on
1769-1799 (Paris: Charpentier, 1883), 2, pp. 438—40; Pietro Nurra, ‘La
missione del Generale Bonaparte & Genova nel 1794, in La Liguria nel
Rusorgimento (Genoa: Dalla sede del Comitato, 1925); Ramsay Weston
Phipps, Tée Armics of the Firat Frenck Republic (London: Oxford
University Press, 1931), 3, pp. 231-2.
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BUP MS169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop, 16 August 1794. For Méchain's

view of Robespierre’s fall, see BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 9

August 1794

BUP MS§169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop, 25 October 1794.

BUP MS§169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop, 11 October 1794,

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 2 August 1794.

On Tranchot’s frustration, see BUP M5169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop
November 5

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 9 August 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 2 August 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 10 September 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 25 August 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 25 August 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 20 September 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 20 September 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop [27 September 1794].

For Méchain’s discussion of his appointment, see BUP MSI68.1,

Méchain to G. Slop, 4 October 1794. Méchain heard from Calon in

SHAT 3M4, Calon to Méchain, 13 vendémiaire II [4 October 1794].

For further discussion, see BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 18

October 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 18 October 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 4 October 1794.

For Méchain's relay of the news from Lalande, see BUP MS168.1,

Méchain to G. Slop, 4 October 1794. For Lalande’s expectation that

Méchain would soon return, see AAS 134, Lalande, ‘Journal’, pp. 69-70.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 18 October 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 20 September 1794.

For Trancht's preparations, see BUP MS169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop,

25 October 1794,

AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 2 October 1794, On Oriani's trip

to Paris in 1786, see A. Mandrino, G. Tagliaferri and P: Tucci, eds, Un

viaggia in Eurapa nel 1786: Diaria 9 Barnaba Oriani (Milan: Olschki, 1994),

pp- 145, 147, 152, 154

Boudard, Génes, p. 308. AOP C6-6, Méchain, ‘A Génes sur la terrasse

de I'hétel du grand Cerf’, 16 October 1794. Méchain was aware that

Zach had observed from the same hotel terrace in 1787; see AOAB

Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 27 December 1794. Zach also visited

Méchain while he was [taly; see BL MS2042 fol. 323, Delambre, ‘Zach,

Journal de Gotha' [1810s].

AOP B4-10, Oriani to Méchain, 22 October 1794.

SHAT 3M4, Calon to Méchain, 13 pluvise 111 [1 February 1795].

For Méchain’s proposals for delay, including his pendulum experiment;

see BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 2,9, 16 August 1794. Méchain

worried that the refraction project would be read as a ‘pretext’ for defer-

ring his return to France; see AOAB Cart. 83, Méchain to Oriani, &

November 1794.

BUP MS168.1, Méchain to F. Slop, 25 October 1794.
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BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 22 November 1794.
AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 20 November 1794.
BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 6 December 1794.
BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 17 January 1795.

. BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 7 February 1795.

gl

For a v nosology of see Philippe Pinel, 4
Treatise on Insanily, trans. D. D. Davis (Sheffield: Todd [1801], 1806),
pp. 13649, 22234,

For Méchain’s claim that one of his Paris colleagues — perhaps
Lalande — had ‘moved heaven and earth’ to prevent him from getting t
pendulum, see AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 12 February 1795.
For the sale of the circle, see AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 12, 28
February, 5, 14 March, 2 April 1795.

On refraction, see AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 27 December
1794; see also BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop [27 September
1794]. Méchain conducted these observations in the company of
Francesco Pezzi, captain of the engineering corps and mathematics pro-
fessor at the University of Genoa. Pezzi was also involved in
anti-oligarchy politics: Nurra, ‘Genova durante la rivoluzione', pp.
124-31, The Barcelona results were published as Méchain, ‘Eclipses de
soleil ltations d'étoiles’, Ephemeri i 1795 (Milan:
Galeatrium, 1794), pp. 81-3. Méchain di dat hical

in the published Mont-Jouy latitude, which should have read
41°21'45", not 41°21'25", See AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 29
November 1794, 2 April 1795.

Esteveny left Genoa on 22 December 1794 and arrived in Paris on 25
January 1795; see AOAB Cart. 88, Méchain to Oriani, 27 December
1794; BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 17 January 1795; SHAT
3MS5, Calon to Méchain, 13 pluvisse III [1 February 1795); AN F12
1288, Ginguieni, ‘Rapport’, 22 pluviése I11 [10 February 1795].

. AOAB Cart. 88, Tranchot to Oriani, 27 December 1794, 2 April 1795.

BUP MS169.15, Tranchot to F. Slop, 4 April 1794,

. BUP MS168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 4 October 1794.

. SHAT 3M5, Calon to Méchain, 13 pluvidse 11 [1 February 1795].

. BUP MSI168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 4 April 1795.

. For Tranchot’s tracking of the war, see BUP MS169.15, Tranchot to F.

Slop, 8 November 1794, 21 February 1795, 24 ventdse 1795 [14 March
1795, 4 April 1795. Phipps, Armies of the Fist French Republic, 3, pp. 234-6.

. Napoleon to Oriani, 5 prairial IV [24 May 1796], in Napoleon,

Correspondance, 1, pp. 491-2. On Slop's son, see Menestrina, ‘Slop’.

. On the assumption that Méchain was coming north, see Delambre,

Base, 1, p. 61.

BUP M5168.1, Méchain to G. Slop, 4 October 1794. On Calon’s plans
for Tranchot, see Berthaut, Ingénicurs  p- 164.

AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 13 thermidor 111 [31 July 1795].
SHAT 3M, Calon to Méchain, 28 thermidor 111 [15 August 1795]. For
Méchain’s complaints to Delambre, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to
Delambre, 8 thermidor I11 [26 July 1795].
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For Méchain's arrival in Perpignan, see BML, Méchain to Calon, 13
fructidor 111 [30 August 1795]. For the story of the carriage, see
Delambre, Grandeur, p. 216.

Chapter 7 Convergence

Sﬂ.m:“.“" b T

William Blake, clton: Book the First, in The Portable Blake, ed. Alfred
Kazin (New York: Penguin Books, 1974), p. 433.

AQP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 8 thermidor I11 [26 July 1795].
AOP MS1033c, Delambre to [Méchain], 13 fructidor ITI [3 September
1795].

AOP E2-19, Méchain (Perpignan, Estagel) to Delambre, 12-23
vendémiaire IV [4-15 October 1795].

For Méchain’s horror of publication, see Delambre, Notice bistorique sur

M. Méchain, p. 30.
AQP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 12 frimaire IV [3 December 1795].
AQP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 12 frimaire IV [3 December 1795].
AQP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 12 frimaire IV [3 December 1795].
On Delambre’s passage through Paris, sce AAS 1J4, Lalande,
‘Journal’ (22 frimaire IV [13 Deeember 1795]), p- 73; see also, AN
F17 3702, Delambre to Min. Int., 28 frimaire IV [19 December 1795].
On the Academy elections, see PVCIP, 6, pp. 832-6. Méchain was
appointed to the astranomy section, along with Lalande, in the first
bt ARGk by i jockeying; the four other places
in astronomy, elected in a second round of voting by those appointed
in the first round, were taken by Le Monnier, Pingré, Messier and
Cassini IV. This meant that Delambre was elected to the mathematics
section in the second round, though by his own admission this was not
the appropriate section for him. See Delambre, ‘Lui-méme’.

CUS, Lalande to Delambre, 2 pluviése IV [22 January 1796].

+ For Delambre’s observations at Dunkerque, see Delambre, Bus, 2, pp.

249.96. AOP E2-16, Delambre, ‘Registre: Méridien de France, Partie du
nord’, vol. 2. AOP M51033e, Delambre, 'Hauteur du pole & Dunkerque’,
[1795-6'] Dchmbl'e to [Janvier?], 2 pluvmk IV [22 January 1796], in

boves, Delambre et Ampére (Amiens: Heoquet, 1881), pp. 32-3.

A Deh.mhre Grandeur, pp 239-40.
. Delambre, Grandeur, p.
. AOP MS1033c, Dehmbre to Méchain, 17 fructidor 111 [3 September

1795].
AOP E2-1, Delambre, ‘Reprisc des opérations’, 9 fructidor 11T [26
August 1795].
AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 12 floréal IV [1 May 1796].
Méchain asked Lalande about Delambre’s observations in March, espe-
cially for his data on other stars; see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande,
11 ventése IV [1 March 1796].
AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, floréal IV [mid-May 1796]. In this
letter, Delambre admits to having received Méchain's letter of 12 floréal
1V [1 May 1796].

18.
19.

27.

28.

29.
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. BML, Méchain to
. Méchain got rid of Décuve first, and Bouvet that winter; see BA MS
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AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, floréal IV [mid-May 1796].
SHAT 3M4, Calon to Méchain, 26 thermidor LI [13 August 1795]. For
costs, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 12-23 vendémiaire IV
[4-15 October 1795].

. AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 1 ventése IV [1 March 1796]. On the

delicate subject of Tranchat's pay, see SHAT 5Md, Calon to Méchain, 9
nivése TV [30 December 1795], On the inflated salaries, see BL,
“Procés-verbaw’, 22 pluviése IV [11 February 1796].

on, 13 fructidor 111 [30 August 1795].

P2100, Méchain to Calon, 5 ventése IV [24 February 1796].
For Forceral, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 12-23 vendémi-
aire IV [4-15 October 1795].

. AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 3 brumaire IV [25 October 1795].

Guaston  Jourdanne, Contoibution au folk-lave 3c LAude (Paris:
Maisonneuve, 1973), p. 28; for sinagries, see p. 22. On modern local folk-
lore, see ADAu D°2441, Roget Antoni, Remnes-le-chleau ou la
myatification bibligue (Montreal: Chez I'auteur, n.d.).

. This description of typical French inns of the region and time comes

from Young, Travels, 1, pp. 40-50. Original quote reads 'nidus’ instead

of ‘nest’.

On mountain travel in the region in this period, see Serge Biffaud,
Naissance d'un paysage: La montagne pyrénfenne 3 la eroisée dea regards, XVIe-

XIXe siécle (Tarbes: Mauran, 1994).

For Alaric and Tauch, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 1 ventése

IV [1 March 1796].

For the preparations for the Perpignan baseline, see AOP E2-19,

Méchain to Lalande, 1 frimaire IV [22 November 1795], 28 prairial IV

[16 June 1796]. For permission to have the army engineers build the

pyramids, see SHAT 3M4, Calon to Méchain, 26 messidor [V [14 July

1796]; 3M5, Calon to Méchain, 5 thermidor IV [23 July 1796]. Nor

would his coll let Méchain conduct the pendulum measurements,

as he still wished to do; see SHAT 3M4, Calon to Méchain, 28 fructidor

4 Sep(emher 1795]. On Tranchot's use of the chain and his role in

setting up the pyramid markers, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre,

9 germinal VI [29 March 1798].

AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 1 ventése IV [1 March 1796].

AOP E2-19, Méchain to Lalande, 12 floréal IV [1 May 1796].

For Méchain’s plea to do extra work, see AOP E2-19, Méchain to

Delambre, 21 frimaire V [11 December 1796].

On the intermediate latitudes, see AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain,

8 fructidor IV [25 August 1796]. AOP E2-19, Borda to Méchain, 14

messidor IV [2 July 1796].

AOP E2-19, Méchain to Delambre, 3 ventase V [21 February 1797].

AOP E2-19, Borda to Méchain, 14 messidor IV [2 July 1796].

AOP E2-19, Borda to Méchain, 12 frimaire VI [2 December 1797].

AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 17 floréal V [6 May 1797]. See also

AOP E2-19, Delambre to Méchain, 5 nivase V [25 December 1796].





