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Abstract
In 2015, the MEXT ( Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology )
of Japan officially proposed a comprehensive reform known as the "Articulation of high
school and university Policy," which aimed to integrate high school education, university
entrance systems, and university education. This study aims to analyze the current status
of university entrance exams under Japan's Articulation of high school and university
Policy and explore whether the reformed exams align with the stated policy goals,

providing insights for Taiwan's future higher education reform policies.

This paper adopts a qualitative research method and analyzes official policy documents
in Japan to examine the context of the reform, focusing on university entrance exams.
Using the national unified university entrance exams as an example, the study combines
actual test responses with personal experiences to explore the similarities and differences
between the old and new exams and their impact on examinees, offering implications for

Taiwan.

The research findings are as follows:
1. There are differences in the format and skill assessment between the Common Test

and the Center Test. The Common Test places more emphasis on contextual, dialogic,



and reading comprehension questions, aligning more closely with real-life and practical

scenarios. Although the Common Test did not achieve all the initial goals of the

Seamless Education reform, such as descriptive questions and computer-based testing,

the analysis of actual test questions suggests that it generally adheres to the principles

of exam reform.

2. There are significant differences in question types and question design between the

Japanese mathematics university entrance exams and Taiwan's mathematics

curriculum-based exams. The inclusion of basic questions for each topic not only

determines students' foundational learning but also increases the motivation for

students who struggle with mathematics. The progressive difficulty of question sets

allows for a comprehensive assessment of students' mathematical abilities, while the

design of question sets adds complexity to the contextual background.

3. The reform principles of the Japanese national curriculum guidelines for mathematics

are consistent with the goals of the university entrance exam reform, both centered

around the Articulation of high school and university Policy reform objectives.

In summary, this study analyzes the differences between the Center Test and the

Common Test, evaluates the alignment of the reformed exams with the Articulation of



high school and university Policy goals, and provides insights for Taiwan's higher

education reform policies.

Keywords : University Entrance Common Test, Articulation of high school and university

Policy, Japanese Higher Education Mathematics
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